
Yurok Verbs

1. What is a verb?

· A verb is a word whose meaning expresses an action or a state of being
English examples:  dance, run, see, think, hungry, tired 

· Verbs have subjects (the person or thing that does or is it):
English examples:  they danced, I see, you think, etc.

2. What are verb classes?

· Most Yurok verbs belong to one of four classes.  Even though Yurok verb endings are a lot more complex than English endings, you can figure out the pattern of any Yurok verb if you know the class it belongs to.  

· The four Yurok verb classes:

e-class, for example hey-lo-mey-yem’ (you dance)
o-class for example ruer-o-wom’ (you sing)
oo-class for example kwom-hle-choom’ (you return)
a-class, for example skey-weep-aam’ (you tidy up)

3. Singular vs. plural

· The term singular means “one person or thing”, while plural means “more than one”.  With verbs, this refers to the subject: does only one person or thing do the action, or do more than one do it?

1s= I      2s= You     3s= He/she/it





*oo-class verbs of motion, can use either the okw’ or ol’ ending


Examples e-class verbs
1s					2s				3s	
	chee-wey-ek’
	chee-wey-em’
	chee-wey’

	chyuue-kwen-ek’
	chyuue-kwen-em’
	chyuue-kwen’

	hey-lo-mey-ek’
	hey-lo-mey-em’
	hey-lo-mey’

	hee-mo’-rep-ek’
	hee-mo’-rep-em’
	hee-mo’-rep’

	kom-chuem-ek’
	kom-chuem-em’
	kom-chuem’

	neyp-ek’
	neyp-em’
	nep’

	ro’-op-ek’
	ro’-op-em’
	ro’-op’

	saa’-a-goch-ek’
	saa’-a-goch-em’
	saa’-a-goch’



Examples o-class verbs
	koh-chey-wok’
	koh-chey-wom’
	koh-chew’

	kom’-oy-ok’
	kom’-oy-om’
	kom’-oy’

	neeen’-no-wok’
	neeen’-no-wom’
	neeen’-now’

	ruer-o-wok’
	ruer-o-wom’
	ruer-ow’

	son-o-wok’
	son-o-wom’
	son’



Examples oo-class verbs
	hey-gok’
	hey-goom’
	* hey-gokw’ , or hey-gol’

	mey-gel-ok’
	mey-gel-oom’
	* mey-gel-okw’, 
or mey-gel-ol’

	soo-tok’
	soo-toom’
	* soo-tokw’ or soo-tol’

	nes-kwe-chok’
	nes-kwe-choom’
	* nes-kwe-chokw’, 
or nes-kwe-chol’

	ney-wook’
	ney-woom’
	ney-wom’

	hlook’
	hloom’
	hlom’

	wey-kok’
	wey-koom’
	wey-kom’

	tey-wo-mehl-kok’
	tey-wo-mehl-koom’
	tey-wo-mehl-ko’

	tmey-gok’
	tmey-goom’
	tmey-go’

	tmoo-lok’
	tmoo-loom’
	tmoo-lo’



*verbs of motion, can use either of the two endings okw’, or ol’

Plurals – there are two types of plurals Non- Collectives, and Collectives
The differences between the two is that collectives are things that a group can do together, like eating, dancing, and singing. Now there are verbs of seeing hearing, and emotions, Yurok believed that these types of activities belong to each of the individuals doing the activity, like feeling sad, happy, or thinking. If you wanted to stress that we ate dinner last night, but did not eat together you could use the non-collective version. Theoretically every verb should have Non-Collective plurals, but not all verbs have Collective plurals. Verbs of seeing, hearing, and emotions do not have Collective plurals. 



* if it is an e-class collective it has either an eem’, or an em’ before the ending. If it is an o(o)class collective it has an oom’, or an uuem’ before the ending.


Examples e-class plurals




Examples o(o)-class plurals




Example of verbs that have NO Collective Plurals 





Some irregular Collective Plurals



*non inflective verb plural
image3.emf
non-collectives collectives

1pl nep-oh ne-peem'-oh

2pl nep-ue' ne-peem'-ow'

3pl nep-ehl ne-peem'-ehl

1pl chee-wey-oh chee-wey-eem'-oh

2pl chee-wey-ue' chee-wey-eem'-ow'

3pl chee-wey-ehl chee-wey-eem'-ehl

1pl hey-lo-mey-oh hey-lo-mey-em'-oh

2pl hey-lo-mey-ue' hey-lo-mey-em'-ow'

3pl hey-lo-mey-ehl hey-lo-mey-em'-ehl
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				non-collectives		collectives

		1pl		nep-oh		ne-peem'-oh

		2pl		nep-ue'		ne-peem'-ow'

		3pl		nep-ehl		ne-peem'-ehl

		1pl		chee-wey-oh		chee-wey-eem'-oh

		2pl		chee-wey-ue'		chee-wey-eem'-ow'

		3pl		chee-wey-ehl		chee-wey-eem'-ehl

		1pl		hey-lo-mey-oh		hey-lo-mey-em'-oh

		2pl		hey-lo-mey-ue'		hey-lo-mey-em'-ow'

		3pl		hey-lo-mey-ehl		hey-lo-mey-em'-ehl






image4.emf
non-collectives collectives

1pl ruer-o-woh ruer-o-woom'-oh

2pl ruer-o-wow' ruer-o-woom'-ow'

3pl ruer-o-wohl ruer-o-woom'-ehl

1pl hloo hloom'-oh

2pl hloow' hloom'-ow'

3pl hloohl hloom'-ehl

1pl mey-gel-oh mey-gel-uuem'-oh

2pl mey-gel-ow' mey-gel-uuem'-ow'

3pl mey-gel-ohl mey-gel-uuem'-ehl
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				non-collectives		collectives

		1pl		ruer-o-woh		ruer-o-woom'-oh

		2pl		ruer-o-wow'		ruer-o-woom'-ow'

		3pl		ruer-o-wohl		ruer-o-woom'-ehl

		1pl		hloo		hloom'-oh

		2pl		hloow'		hloom'-ow'

		3pl		hloohl		hloom'-ehl

		1pl		mey-gel-oh		mey-gel-uuem'-oh

		2pl		mey-gel-ow'		mey-gel-uuem'-ow'

		3pl		mey-gel-ohl		mey-gel-uuem'-ehl






image5.emf
1pl 2pl 3pl

think hes-oh hes-ue' hes-ehl

want skey-wok-seem-oh skey-wok-seem-ue' skey-wok-seem-ehl

know kom-chue-moh kom-chue-mue' kom-chue-mehl

see ney-woh  ney-wow' ney-wohl

hear ko-moy-oh ko-moy-ow' ko-moy-ohl

watch neeen'-o-woh neeen'-o-wow' neeen'-o-wohl

happy tey-wo-mehl-koh tey-wo-mehl-kow' tey-wo-mehl-kohl
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				1pl		2pl		3pl

		think		hes-oh		hes-ue'		hes-ehl

		want		skey-wok-seem-oh		skey-wok-seem-ue'		skey-wok-seem-ehl

		know		kom-chue-moh		kom-chue-mue'		kom-chue-mehl

		see		ney-woh 		ney-wow'		ney-wohl

		hear		ko-moy-oh		ko-moy-ow'		ko-moy-ohl

		watch		neeen'-o-woh		neeen'-o-wow'		neeen'-o-wohl

		happy		tey-wo-mehl-koh		tey-wo-mehl-kow'		tey-wo-mehl-kohl






image6.emf
1pl 2pl 3pl

run * lo'-o-mah * lo'-o-mah * lo'-o-mah

sit * rey-keen * rey-keen * rey-keen

go, walk hoo-le'-moh hoo-le'-mow' hoo-le'-mehl

go, leave le'-moh le'-mow' le'-mehl

arrive nuuem'-oh nuuem'-ow' nuuem'-ehl

sick tey-lo-gem'-oh tey-lo-gem'-ow' tey-lo-gem'-ehl
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				1pl		2pl		3pl

		run		* lo'-o-mah		* lo'-o-mah		* lo'-o-mah

		sit		* rey-keen		* rey-keen		* rey-keen

		go, walk		hoo-le'-moh		hoo-le'-mow'		hoo-le'-mehl

		go, leave		le'-moh		le'-mow'		le'-mehl

		arrive		nuuem'-oh		nuuem'-ow'		nuuem'-ehl

		sick		tey-lo-gem'-oh		tey-lo-gem'-ow'		tey-lo-gem'-ehl






image1.emf
1s(ingular) 2s 3s

e-class …-ek' …-em' …'

o-class …-ok' …-om' …'

oo-class …-ok' …-oom' …-om',...-o',   *...-okw',…-ol'
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		e-class		…-ek'		…-em'		…'

		o-class		…-ok'		…-om'		…'

		oo-class		…-ok'		…-oom'		…-om',...-o',   *...-okw',…-ol'








image2.emf
e-class non-collectives o(o)class non-collectives collectives

I pl (us) …oh …oh *…oh

2pl (you folks) …ue' …ow' *…ow'

3 pl (they) …ehl …ohl *…ehl
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		I pl (us)		…oh		…oh		*…oh

		2pl (you folks)		…ue'		…ow'		*…ow'

		3 pl (they)		…ehl		…ohl		*…ehl






