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Conference Theme:  Collaboration and cooperation - working together 
to ensure healthy futures for Native children and Tribal communities.

Dear Conference Participant,

Welcome to the 19th annual California Indian Child Welfare conference.  Thank you for your 
commitment to serving Tribal children and families.  The focus of this year’s conference is to promote 
gathering all of our collective resources in a collaborative effort to serve Tribal children and families.

Tribal children are still involved in the child welfare system at an alarmingly high rate.  The lasting 
effects of colonization impact every Tribal community, including disrupting the health and well-
being of Native people.  Native people continue to deal with higher rates of poverty and illness, poor 
educational achievement, and substandard housing.  Native people continue to rank at or near the 
bottom of nearly every social, health, and economic well-being indicator.  

Many of these poor conditions are attributed to isolation on distant reservations, pervasive poverty, 
hopelessness, political and economic injustices, and intergenerational trauma as well as a lack of 
services, prevention activities and education.  Tribal youth are over-represented in the juvenile 
justice system and in foster care; in fact, Native children in California have the highest rate of out-of-
home placement and stay longer in foster care than any other group.  We believe Native children are 
sacred and ensure the survival of Tribes and their ways of life.  Tribal communities continue to work 
to reclaim their children and culture.  Challenges continue to exist between State judicial systems, 
State child welfare systems, and Tribal nations.  

The goal of this conference is to bring together these agencies and develop an awareness of the 
need for change and the ways to go about making changes together.  By coordinating with State and 
county agencies, Tribal governments can make a difference in the lives of Native children.  The goal 
is to work together to improve communication and the services offered to Native families, which in 
turn will expand families’ ability to negotiate a difficult system and reach a positive outcome.

This conference will provide attendees with new information and skills through focus on current 
judicial issues and social service approaches that can strengthen our ability to aid Tribal families.  
Thank you for your shared commitment and interest. Thank you to our many cosponsors and 
sponsoring Tribes and organizations. 

Sincerely,

Conference Organizers –
Stephanie Weldon MSW, Yurok Social Services Director
Abby Abaniti Yurok Tribal Court Chief Judge  
 DeliaParr , Directing Attorney California Indian Legal Services
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“Collaboration and authentic engagement with tribal communities is a best practice. 
It needs to happen at federal, state, and local levels to ensure compliance with the 

Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) and eliminate the disproportionate representation of 
Native American children in the child welfare system. Congress passed ICWA in 1978 

in response to the alarmingly high number of Indian children being removed from 
their homes by both public and private agencies. Congress declared it is the policy of 
this Nation to “protect the best interests of Indian children and to promote the stabil-

ity and security of Indian tribes and families” (25 U.S.C. § 1902). Each state court is 
charged to work diligently and creatively to collaborate meaningfully with the state 
child welfare agency, as well as with Indian tribes, to ensure safety, permanency, and 

well-being for children. This article considers recent policy and program develop-
ments that support state-tribal collaboration in child welfare with examples that 

demonstrate meaningful and ongoing collaboration with a commitment to respect 
and mutual learning.”

Excerpt:

“Meaningful and Ongoing Engagement of Tribes and State 
Courts in Child Protection” was published in Future Trends in State Courts 
2012, a publication of the National Center for State Courts.

Authors:

Alicia K. Davis
Principal Court Management Consultant, National Center for State Courts

Gina Jackson
Model Court Liaison, National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges
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Pre-Conference:  Monday, June 18th

Noon-5:00 Pre-conference registration

4:00-6:30 Tribal Caucus ICWA workgroup 
meeting 
 
Day 1:  Tuesday, June 19th

7:00-8:00   Continental Breakfast & Registration
8:00-8:30  Opening Prayer - Robert R. Kinney

Welcome (Hon. Abby Abaniti (Yurok), Chief Judge, 
Yurok Tribal Court; Stephanie Weldon, MSW, Director 
of Social Services, Yurok Tribe; and Delia Parr, Directing 
Attorney, California Indian Legal Services) 

8:30-9:00  Key Note Opening Address (Chris 
Peters (Pohlik-lah/Karuk), CEO and  President, Seventh 
Generation Fund for Indian Development )

9:00-10:45  Best Practices Around the State:  
Examples of Collaboration & Cooperation
(Sapphire Palace)
Moderated by:  Delia Parr, Directing Attorney, 
California Indian Legal Services

Panelists:

• Kathy Fisher, M.A., MFT, Tribal Health and Social 
Services Director, Hopland Band of Pomo Indians 
• Sylvia Deporto, Deputy Director, Riverside 
County Public Social Services  
• Maureen H. Geary, Attorney at Law, Maier 
Pfeffer Kim & Geary LLP (confirmed)
• Elizabeth Elgin DeRouen, ICWA Advocate, Indian 
Child & Family Preservation Program (ICFPP) 
• Bob Harper, Placement Services Section 
Manager, Sonoma County Human Services 
Department, Family, Youth & Children’s Division
• Theresa Sam, ICWA Representative, North Fork 
Rancheria/Tribal ICWA Office 

10:30-10:45 BREAK

11:00-12:15    Tribal Customary Adoption & 
Permanency (Sapphire Palace)
 Moderator:  Stephanie Weldon, MSW, Director of Social 
Services, Yurok Tribe

• Nancy Currie, Director of Tribal Family Services, 
Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians
• Maureen H. Geary, Attorney at Law, Maier 
Pfeffer Kim & Geary LLP 
• Karan D. Kolb, BS/BM, Director of Social Services, 
Indian Health Council, Inc. 
• Carolyn Pryor, MSW, Adoptions Supervisor, 
CDSS-Adoptions Services 

12:15-1:30 LUNCH & Key Note (Cynthia Gomez, 
Tribal Advisor, Office of the Governor 

1:30-3:00   Breakout Sessions 

I. ICWA (Council Room – 4th Floor)

• Delia Parr, Directing Attorney, California Indian 
Legal Services

II. Dependency and ICWA: What Native American 
Service Providers Need to Know (Ivy Room – 3rd Floor)

• Ann Gilmour, Staff Attorney, Administrative 
Office of the Courts 
• Vida Castaneda, Court Services Analyst, 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
 
III. Family Unity: Culturally Appropriate 
Facilitation of Family Team  Meetings (Sapphire Palace 
– B)

• Mary McNevins, Warmsprings NRC4Tribes Board 
Member and former Oregon state ICWA Director

IV. Expert Witness Requirement (Brundin Room 
– 2nd Floor)

Schedule - 19th Annual ICWA Conference
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• Dr. Art Martinez, Ph.D., Clinical Psychologist
• Joseph Garfield, Tule River Yokuts Tribal 
Member, Spiritual Leader / Advisor
• Angela Sundberg Trinidad Rancheria Tribal 
Member, ICWA Social Worker, Yurok Tribal Social 
Service Department 

      V.  California Partners for Permanency (Sapphire 
Palace – A) 

CDSS: Karen Gunderson CAPP Project Director; 
CFPIC: Aprille Flint CAPP Community Engagement 
Liaison
Humboldt County CAPP:Lisa Spinas, CAPP Project 
Manager; Lonyx Landry, Social Services Director, 
Wiyot Tribe; Vincent Feliz, MSW, Tribal Community 
Liasion 
Fresno County CAPP:John Dufresne, Program 
Manager; Mecca Hutchings, CAPP Social Worker; 
Theresa Sam, ICWA Representative.

3:00-3:15 BREAK

3:15-4:45  Breakout Sessions

I. ICWA and Delinquency: A Primer (Ivy Room 
– 3rd Floor) 

• Mark Radoff, Senior Staff Attorney, California 
Indian Legal Services 

II. ICWA and Probate Guardianship (Sapphire 
Palace – A)

• Ann Gilmour, Staff Attorney, Administrative 
Office of the Courts
• Hon. Christine Williams (Yurok), Chief Judge, 
Hopland Band of Pomo Indians Tribal Court 
• Douglas C. Miller, Senior Attorney, 
Administrative Office of the Courts, Office of General 
Counsel

III. Tribal Resilience and Protective Factors 
(Another View of Cultureal Competence (Brundin 
Room – 2nd Floor)

• Vincent G. Feliz, MSW (Chumash)

IV. Assessing and Screening for Trauma in 
Children (Sapphire Palace – B) 

• Dr. Louise Packard, Ph.D., Psychologist
• Hon. Abby Abaniti (Yurok), Chief Judge, Yurok 
Tribal Court
       
4:45-5:00  Closing Remarks

6:00-7:30 Cultural Sharing and Dinner – 
Hosted by the Yurok Tribe Education Department 
and Yurok Social Services- Local Tribal individuals 
open  up with sharing of local culture followed by an 
open Mic.  

Day 2:  Wednesday, June 20th

7:45-8:30  Continental Breakfast & Registration

8:30-9:00  Opening Prayer (Carol Lewis, Yurok 
Language Program Coordinator, Yurok    
Tribe)
  
Welcome (Stephanie Weldon, MSW, Director of 
Social Services, Yurok Tribe)

9:00-9:45  Keynote (Dr. Art Martinez, Ph.D., 
Clinical Psychologist )

9:45-10:00  BREAK

10:00-12:00    Tribal Jurisdiction and Funding 
(exploration of funding and service issues where 
the Tribe has jurisdiction – Sapphire Palace) 
 Moderated by:  Geneva Shaw, MSW, Assistant Social 
Services Director, Yurok Tribe
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Panelists:

• Mona Mann, MA, Children and Families 
Program Specialist, Childrens Bureau, Region 

IX, Administration for Children & Families, U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services. 

• Jerry Gardner (Cherokee), (Executive Director, 
Tribal Law and Policy Institute / NRC4Tribes (invited) 
• Stephanie Weldon, MSW, Social Services 
Director, Yurok Tribe   
• Suzanne Garcia, Tribal Social Services 
Attorney, Washoe Tribe  
• Mary McNevins, Warmsprings NRC4Tribes 
Board Member and former Oregon state ICWA 
Director 
• Judge Anita Fineday, Managing Director 
of the Indian Child Welfare Program for the Casey 
Family Programs. 

12:00-1:15 LUNCH & Key Note (Hon. Anita 
Fineday, Chief Judge, White Earth Tribal Court / 
Managing Director of the Indian Child Welfare 
Program for the Casey Family Programs ) 

1:30-3:00   Breakout Sessions

I. Active Efforts (Sapphire Palace – A)
• Liz DeRouen, ICWA Advocate, Indian Child & 
Family Preservation Program (ICFPP) 

II. Practical Application of the ICWA to 
Delinquency Cases (Brundin Room – 2nd Floor)
• Mike Tully, Supervising Probation Officer, 
Humboldt County Probation Department 
• Mark Radoff, Senior Staff Attorney, California 
Indian Legal Services 
• Charles N. Henry, Staff Attorney, Yurok Tribal 

Counsel’s Office 

III. Neurodecolonization: Applying 
mindfulness research to decolonizing social work 
with Indigenous Peoples (Ivy Room – 3rd Floor)

• Dr. Michael Yellow Bird, MSW, Ph.D., MSW 
Program Director, Professor, Humboldt State 
University 

IV. Culturally based Domestic Violence Services 
and Interventions- Victim and BIP (Sapphire Palace 
– B)

• Geneva Shaw, MSW, Assistant Social Services 
Director, Yurok Tribe
• Porscha Cobbs, Crisis Worker/Victim 
Advocate, Yurok Tribe
• Gary Markussen & Dr. Rita Waffler, Batterer’s 
Intervention Program 

V. 2011 Native American Children Training 
Forum (CF) Program (Council Room – 4th Floor)

• Stephanie Lucero, Program Specialist, 
National Indian Justice Center 

3:00-3:15 BREAK

3:15-5:00  Breakout Sessions

I. Judicial Bias (Sapphire Palace – B)

• Dr. Louise Packard, Ph.D., Psychologist
 
II. Treatment Services for Native American 
Families (Ivy Room – 3rd Floor)

• Helen Waukazoo (Navajo), Chief Executive 
Director, Friendship House Association of American 
Indians 
• Wayne Grigsby (Chukchansi), Clinical Director, 
Friendship House Association of American Indians
• Orlando Nakai (Navajo),  Executive Director, 
Friendship House Association of American Indians 
(confirmed)
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III. Trial Advocacy Skills for ICWA Advocates 
(Council Room – 4th Floor)
•
 Mark Radoff, Senior Staff Attorney, California 
Indian Legal Services 
• Mark Vezzola, Directing Attorney, California Indian 
Legal Services

IV. Probation and ICWA – Disproportionality 
Minority Contact Grant (Brundin Room – 2nd Floor)

• Marcia Rincon-Gallardo, MSW Site Manager 
(confirmed)
• W. Haywood Burns Institute (confirmed)
• Ken Blackshear, DMC Director, Humboldt County 
Probation Department (confirmed)  
• Disproportionate Minority Contact Grant Project 
Director 

V. Tribal Customary Adoption Basics:  The Nuts and 
Bolts of an Essential New Permanency Option (Sapphire 
Palace – A) 

• Nancy Currie, Director of Tribal Family Services, 
Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians (confirmed)

Day 3:  Thursday, June 21st

7:30-8:30 Continental Breakfast 

8:30-9:00 Opening Prayer - Cheryl Seidner – Wiyot 
Tribe and former Chairwoman of the Wiyot Tribe
  
Welcome (Hon. Abby Abinanti, Chief Judge, Yurok Tribal 
Court)

9:00-9:45 Assembly Bill 12 (Sapphire Palace)
Moderator:  Stephanie Weldon, MSW, Director of Social 
Services, Yurok Tribe

Panelists:

• Karen Gunderson, Chief, Child and Youth 
Permanency Branch, CDSS (confirmed)
• Edwin Vinson, Manager, CDSS, Child Welfare Policy 
& Program Development, Child Safety Unit

9:45-10:00 BREAK

10:00-Noon Concurrent Jurisdiction & Perspective of 
the Indian Child Welfare Act from the Bench (Sapphire 
Palace)
Moderator:  Delia Parr, Directing Attorney, California 
Indian Legal Services
 
Panelists:

• Hon. Abby Abinanti, Chief Judge, Yurok Tribal 
Court 
• Hon. Joyce D. Hinrichs, Presiding Judge, Juvenile 
and Family Court of the Superior Court of California, 
County of Humboldt
• Hon. Molly Bigelow, Judge, Shasta County 
Superior Court  
• Hon. Richard Blake, Chief Judge, Hoopa Valley 
Tribal Court and contractual Judge for the Smith River 
Rancheria Tribal Court and the Redding Rancheria Tribal 
Court 
• Hon. Charles N. Henry, (retired) Judge, and Staff 
Attorney, Yurok Tribal Counsel’s Office 

Noon-12:45     California Indian Legal Services’ Needs 
Assessment (Sapphire Palace)

12:30    Working Lunch Provided
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Tuesday 6/19/2012
General Session - Best Practices Around the State:  
Examples of Collaboration & Cooperation

Panelists will discuss the MOU between the Hopland 
Band of Pomo Indians and Mendocino County Social 
Services; Riverside County’s protocol regarding 
tribally-approved homes; Sonoma County’s ICWA 
Protocol; and the Tribal Caucus for the Statewide 
ICWA Work Group. This general session is intended 
to provide examples of collaboration and facilitate 
discussion and ideas of how develop agreements to 
better serve native children.  

General Session - Tribal Customary Adoption & 
Permanency
General overview of Tribal Customary Adoption 
(TCA), with examples of TCA successes statewide and 
a discussion of some of the TCA challenges that have 
occurred. Presenters will take questions from the 
participants.  

Workshop Breakout Sessions   1:30- 3:00

ICWA
General overview of the Indian Child Welfare Act.

Dependency & ICWA:  What Native American Service 
Providers Need to Know

Discussion of how the dependency system works, 
how the Indian Child Welfare Act fits in, and the role 
that service providers may be able to play in working 
with clients and their tribes.

FAMILY UNITY (An Old Way of Working)- presented 
by Mary McNevins, NRC4Tribes 

In this time of budget cutbacks and increased 
hardships for families, tribe’s are in a crunch to do 
more with less. The Family Unity Model is based 
on the Maori model of Family Group Conferencing 

and has been effective in Tribal communities.  Its 
familiarity to indigenous communities is why 
families and workers welcome it as refreshing 
and empowering. Tribes, who have adopted it 
as a standard operation, credit the Family Unity 
process for a sense of hope and reduction in 
foster care placements, and involvement from the 
community. It is an ingeniously simple idea with 
dramatic implications. This workshop will introduce 
participants in the model from an indigenous 
perspective and stays true to our Maori’s friends who 
shared with us. 

Expert Witness Testimony in ICWA Proceedings 

Information will be presented on the requirements 
of the testimony of qualified expert witnesses 
in state court.  Presenters will  also share their 
experience with testifying.  

California Partners for Permanency (CAPP) is part 
of a presidential initiative focused on promoting 
permanent connections for youth who are most at 
risk in foster care. CAPP includes four pilot counties 
working with American Indian and African American 
children and families. CAPP aims to assist child 
welfare agencies to provide culturally relevant, 
trauma-informed, holistic services that are tribal 
and community based. This workshop will provide 
an overview of CAPP, including how counties have 
learned to be inclusive of tribes and communities in 
the planning process. Engagement of communities 
and Tribes in local, state and cross-site forums has 
been a major keystone in the development of the 
CAPP practice model and in the on-going work 
of supporting practices that can be consistently 
and systematically implemented to improve 
outcomes for foster youth.  Learn more about this 
partnership-building process as California Partners 
for Permanency (CAPP) project management and 
early implementing CAPP counties, as well as 
Tribal partners talk about; how to do the “business 
unusual” of acknowledging the system-barriers  

Workshops - 19th Annual ICWA Conference
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that hinder the work; the role of Tribal partners on 
implementation and coaching teams; and about 
how social workers are being trained and coached 
to champion child and family voice, the value of 
culture, and on how to build-on the family’s natural 
network of support in their work with American 
Indian children. This session will provide participants 
with a general overview of the CAPP Project and will 
shed light on the “story of CAPP” as partners focus on 
their on-going Tribal engagement and trust-building 
processes, early implementation  of the practice 
model and how Tribal partnerships have helped  
and will continue to shape the front-line work with  
families; elevating milestones and lessons-learned in 
their attempt to improve outcomes for the children 
and  families we serve. 

Tuesday, Breakout Sessions II  3:15-4:45

ICWA and Delinquency: A Primer-
A general overview of Indian Child Welfare Act’s 
application in delinquency cases.

ICWA and Probate Guardianship-
A panel discussion around various issues which arise 
in the application of the Indian Child Welfare Act to 
probate guardianship cases, followed by a question 
and answer period.  Panelists include the Attorney 
from the AOC Office of General Counsel who serves 
as staff to the Probate and Mental Health Advisory 
Committee, a member of the Committee, and a 
Tribal Court Judge.

Tribal Resilience and Protective Factors:  Another 
View of Cultural Competence
This presentation will highlight a study which 
involved 14 American Indian adults, who shared 
their experiences and influences of family/childhood, 
peers and mentors, sense of identity and traditional 
culture and how it profoundly contributed to their 
success.

Accessing and Screening for Trauma in Children- 
This workshop will provide an overview of Trauma, 

assessment and screening tools,  and the effects of 
trauma on children.   

Day Two  Wednesday, June 20

General Session-III 10:00-12:00 Tribal Jurisdiction 
and Funding  
This workshop will explore the option of access to 
direct federal Title IV-E funding, but will also explore 
related funding options such as Title IV-B program 
overview, exclusive and concurrent jurisdiction, 
tribe/state agreements, and ideas for financing and 
developing tribally operated full-spectrum child 
welfare programs.       

Breakout Workshop Sessions 1:30-3:00

Active Efforts 
A discussion of how to evaluate a case plan to 
determine if active efforts are being provided, along 
with tools for advocating for an active efforts case 
plan if they are lacking. 

Practical Application of the ICWA to Delinquency 
Cases
Panelists will talk about application of the Indian 
Child Welfare Act to delinquency cases, including the 
use of qualified expert witnesses, and the In re W.B. 
case dealing with the application of the Indian Child 
Welfare Act to delinquency cases (currently awaiting 
decision from the California Supreme Court).  

Neurodecolonization: 
Applying mindfulness research to decolonizing 
social work with Indigenous Peoples
     This presentation shows how neuroscientific 
research can be applied to decolonizing social work 
interventions to enhance Indigenous Peoples’ well 
being. Decolonizing social work recognizes the 
inherent limitations and imperialist frameworks in 
Western social work that must be contested and 
transformed on behalf of populations who have 
been marginally helped by these approaches. The 
presentation focuses on neurodecolonization, a 
conceptual framework which uses mindfulness 
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research to facilitate an examination of ways in which 
the human brain is affected by colonialism, and an 
exploration of mind brain activities that change neural 
networks to enable individuals to overcome the myriad 
effects of trauma and oppression inherent in past and 
modern day colonialism. Suggestions are provided as 
to how neurodecolonization projects can be launched 
in Indigenous Peoples’ communities.

Tribal  based Domestic violence services and 
interventions- 
The purpose of this workshop is to present innovative 
ways in which two local tribes are developing culturally 
appropriate Domestic Violence Victims Services and 
Batterers Intervention Programming and specifically 
how these programs and services function in a 
collaborative way with Tribal Child Welfare Programs 
as a part of the child welfare continuum.  Further, 
resources will be shared on how local tribes have 
strategized to increase community readiness in their 
tribal communities to begin dialoguing about family 
violence via digital media.  

2011 Native American Children Training Forum (CF) 
Program
Discussion by the National Indian Justice Center about 
the grant they received from the California Emergency 
Management Agency to conduct the Native American 
Children Training Forum (NACTF).

Wednesday, June 20 Breakout Workshop Sessions  
3:15-5:00

Judicial Bias- 
This workshop will how provide participants with the 
skills to recognize bias and how to overcome possible 
bias.  This workshop is intended for Judges and 
attorneys.  

Treatment services for Native American families-
This workshop will discuss how to assess inpatient 
treatment, assessment tools, how refer and screen 
clients, strategies of how to support clients in 
treatment, and  the importance of culture in treatment. 

Trial Advocacy Skills for ICWA Advocates

This panel will provide tools for ICWA advocates who 
represent Tribes in state court dependency hearings.  

Tribal Customary Adoption Basics:  The Nuts and Bolts 
of an Essential New Permanency Option
Training on Tribal Customary Adoption (TCA) 
permanency option. 

Day 3 Thursday, June 21

General Session 4- Assembly Bill 12 and updates from 
the CDSS
Representatives from the California Department of 
Social Services will provide information about the 
new After 18 program, enacted by Assembly Bill 
12, that extends foster care benefits beyond age 
18.  Information will also be provided about the 
Realignment of Child Welfare Services in California and 
other state level updates.

Concurrent Jurisdiction & Perspective of the Indian 
Child Welfare Act from the Bench
Current and former tribal court judges and superior 
court judges will discuss their experiences with the 
implementation of the Indian Child Welfare Act.
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Hon. Abby Abinanti, Yurok, Chief Judge, Yurok 
Tribal Court. Retired San Francisco Superior Court 
Commissioner. Graduate of University of New Mexico 
School of Law, admitted to the State Bar of California 
1974. Graduate of Humboldt State College.

Hon. Molly Bigelow, Judge, Shasta County Superior 
Court Molly  is the current presiding Judge for 
Shasta County. Judge Bigelow has served in various 
judicial capacities including Misdemeanor Home 
Court, Trial Judge and as a Dependency Court 
Presiding Judge. Her background experience also 
includes a vast experience as a prosecutor in multiple 
different capacities including: Serious Offender Unit, 
Child Sexual Assault Prosecutor, Major Narcotics 
Vendor Prosecutor, SINTF, as well as serving as a 
General Felony Prosecutor. Judge Bigelow also served 
as a Superior Court Commissioner for more than 
3 years for Shasta County.  Judge attended Santa 
Clara University, School of Law from 1988 to 1991 
earning a Juris Doctor, 1991 (Order of the Barristers, 
National Member). In 1988 she received her Bachelor 
of Arts Degree in Political Science/Public Service from 
University of California.

Hon. Richard C. Blake, Chief Judge, Hoopa Valley 
Tribal Court.  Hon. Richard C. Blake  has been Chief 
Judge of the Hoopa Valley Tribe since July 2002.  
Judge Blake is also a proud member of the Hoopa 
Valley Tribe. Judge Blake is also the contractual Judge 
for the Smith River & Redding Rancheria.  Judge Blake 
is the founder of the Northern California Tribal Court 
Coalition, which currently has a membership of five 
northern California Tribal Court including Hoopa, 
Yurok, Smith River, Trinidad Rancheria and Karuk Tribe.
     Judge Blake was also appointed to the Blue Ribbon 
Commission by retired Chief Justice Ronald George 
and appointed to co-chair the California Tribal-State 
Forum by California Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye.

Vida Castaneda, Court Services Analyst, 
Administrative Office of the Courts, Center for 
Families, Children and the Courts, working with 
the Tribal Projects Unit.  Ms. Castaneda is Chumash, 

Ohlone, Zapotec and of European descent.  She 
received her undergraduate degree in 1998 from 
San Diego State University with a major in Sociology 
and a minor in American Indian Studies.  In 2000, she 
received an MSW from UC Berkeley specializing in 
Title IV-E/Public Child Welfare.  During the 2nd year 
of graduate school, Ms. Castaneda conducted her 
internship at the Department of Human Services 
in San Francisco County working with the ICWA 
caseload.  From October of 2000 until December 
of 2005, Vida worked as a child protective services 
worker on the mental health caseload in San Francisco 
County until coming to the Administrative Office of 
the Courts in 2006.

Nancy Currie, Director of Tribal Family Services, 
Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians. Nancy Currie has 
been serving the needs of children and families 
for over 20 years as an educator/trainer and social 
worker for public, private and tribal agencies.  Nancy 
is a graduate of Chapman University where she 
earned her MA in psychology and she is a licensed 
Marriage and Family Therapist.  As Director of Tribal 
Family Services for the Soboba Band of Luiseño 
Indians, she oversees programs which include court 
advocacy/family support on Indian Child Welfare 
cases, general supportive services to tribal members/
families, and is currently developing the Tribe’s foster 
care recruitment and training program.  Nancy was 
actively involved in the creation of California’s Tribal 
Customary Adoption legislation (AB 1325) and is 
providing technical assistance on the implementation 
of the new law.  She serves as a Co-Chair of the Tribal-
State ICWA Workgroup, as the Southern Regional 
Tribal Caucus Representative.

Anita Fineday became the Managing Director of 
the Indian Child Welfare Program for the Casey 
Family Programs in 2011.  She previously served 
as the Chief Judge for the White Earth Tribal Nation 
for 14 years.  She holds a Master’s degree in Public 
Administration from the Harvard University’s Kennedy 
School of Government and a Juris Doctorate from 
the University of Colorado School of Law.  She has 
previously served as an associate judge for the Leech 

Bios- 19th Annual ICWA Conference
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Lake Band of Ojibwe and the Grand Portage Band of 
Chippewa.  She has also taught federal Indian law and 
policy at the tribal college, university and law school 
levels.  She is an enrolled member of the White Earth 
Tribal Nation.  Anita is a mother of two daughters and 
a grandmother of three.

Sylvia Deporto, Assistant Director, Children’s 
Services, Riverside County Public Social Services. 
Sylvia came to the County of Riverside Children 
Services Division in 1992.  She started as a CPS 
Social Worker and has served as a Supervisor, 
Staff Development Trainer, Regional Manager 
and Deputy Director in Children’s Services prior 
to her promotion to Assistant Director of DPSS 
over Children’s Services in February 2008. Sylvia is 
a California native having graduated from Moreno 
Valley High School.  She received her Bachelors 
Degree in Psychology from the University of California 
at Riverside and her Masters Degree in Counseling 
and Guidance from California State University in San 
Bernardino.  Sylvia has over 20 years of experience 
in the field of social work to include Child Protective 
Services, services to Elderly, Blind and Disabled Adults 
and Developmentally Delayed Children.

Elizabeth Elgin DeRouen, ICWA Advocate, Indian 
Child & Family Preservation Program (ICFPP). Liz 
is an ICWA Advocate employed with Indian Child 
& Family Preservation Program (ICFPP) from 1994-
present.  Liz possesses a background in Juvenile 
Corrections and a degree in Court Reporting.  She is 
currently completing a paralegal program at Sonoma 
State University.  From 1994-2002 she served as Tribal 
Chairperson, Vice-Chair and Tribal Administrator 
for her father’s Tribe, Dry Creek Rancheria.  She has 
testified on numerous enactments related to Indian 
Child Welfare Act legislation in California and at 
National Congress of American Indians; Participated 
in code and Tribal court development with National 
Indian Justice Center; Serves as an expert witness 
on ICWA compliance and cultural preservation in 
numerous Counties throughout California; Serves 
as a trainer/consultant for ICWA curriculum with 
the CA Administrative Office of the Courts.  In 2008 
she was appointed and currently serves as a Task 
Force Member on the CAL-EMA Children’s Justice 
Act Task Force special Advocate for Indian children.  

She currently also serves as a Board Member with 
Restorative Resources~Juvenile Justice Project and 
as Board of Directors Secretary at Ya-Ka-Ama Indian 
Education & Development, Inc.  Serves as an ICWA 
Roundtable Participant in Lake, Mendocino and 
Sonoma Counties; Co-Chair of the Tribal Caucus on 
ICWA-DSS Workgroup for the Northern Region; and 
proud grandmother of Lennox.

Judge Anita Fineday is the Managing Director of the 
Indian Child Welfare Program for the Casey Family 
Programs.  She previously served as the Chief Judge 
for the White Earth Tribal Nation for 14 years.  She 
holds a Master’s degree in Public Administration 
from the Harvard University’s Kennedy School of 
Government and a Juris Doctorate from the University 
of Colorado School of Law.  She has previously served 
as an associate judge for the Leech Lake Band of 
Ojibwe and the Grand Portage Band of Chippewa.  
She has also taught federal Indian law and policy at 
the tribal college, university and law school levels.  
She is an enrolled member of the White Earth Tribal 
Nation.

Ann Gilmour is an attorney with the Judicial Council 
of California, Administrative Office of the Courts, 
Center for Families, Children and the Courts, working 
with the Tribal Project Unit.  Her work with the 
Tribal Project Unit includes a focus on improving 
compliance with ICWA.  Ms. Gilmour has close to 
twenty years experience in the field of Indian law 
practicing first in British Columbia where she did 
aboriginal rights and title litigation.  Since moving to 
California in 1999 she has continued to work in the 
field of Indian law, including representing tribes and 
individuals in cases involving ICWA.

Stephanie Lucero, JD, LLM,a descendant of the 
Mescalero Apache Tribe, received a Master of Laws 
degree in Indigenous Law and Policy from the 
University of Arizona, College of Law and a Juris 
Doctorate from the University of California Berkeley, 
School of Law, with a certificate in environmental 
law.  Since 2010, Ms. Lucero has served as a Program 
Specialist for the National Indian Justice Center (NIJC).  
Her duties include state and federal grant program 
management, training and technical assistance for 12



tribal communities, tribal-state-federal facilitation 
services, research, and curriculum development.  
She applies this expertise to NIJC projects such 
as tribal transportation traffic safety, services for 
tribal victims of DUIs, Indian Child Welfare Act 
(ICWA), environmental law, tribal consultation with 
state and federal agencies, protection of sacred 
sites, and development of tribal utilities including 
instruction in solid waste management. Ms. Lucero 
also serves as the Tribal Facilitator for the California 
Water Plan, Tribal Advisory Committee (TAC) to the 
California Department of Water Resources (DWR).  
Prior to working for NIJC, Ms. Lucero served as 
Sierra Nevada Coordinator for IDRS, Inc., providing 
mediation services and coordination to engage tribal 
governments and communities in the US Forest 
Service national planning rule revision addressing 
management and planning on all forest service lands. 
Ms. Lucero specializes in facilitating effective and 
strategic communication between tribal, state, and 
federal agencies with a focus on issues and concerns 
relating to natural resources. 

Kathy Fisher, M.A., MFT, Tribal Health and Social 
Services Director, Hopland Band of Pomo Indians. 
Kathy has worked for the Hopland Band of Pomo 
Indians since 2009.  She started as an ICWA Case 
Manager for the Tribe after volunteering her time 
in the Health department. Kathy was promoted the 
Health and Social Services Director in 2011. Kathy 
previously worked for the County of Mendocino as 
a Mental Health Clinician specializing in evidenced 
based trauma focused therapy for children. 
     Kathy received her Bachelor’s Degree in 
Organizational Behavior from the University of San 
Francisco and her Master’s Degree in Counseling 
Psychology with an emphasis on Marriage and Family 
Therapy the University of San Francisco.  
     Kathy is a member of the California Blue Ribbon 
Commission for the County of Mendocino, the 
Mendocino County Policy Council on Children and 
Youth & Child Abuse Prevention Commission, The 
ICWA Roundtable of Mendocino County, the National 
Indian Child Welfare Association and the California 
Association of Marriage and Family Therapist.

Mona Mann is a Children and Families Program 
Specialist with the RIX Children’s Bureau (CB), 
Administration for Children and Families (ACF), U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS). 
Her current priority as the Tribal IV-E lead is to support 
the work of the Tribal IV-E Development Grantees in 
Region IX. Before joining ACF, Mona was a Women’s 
Studies Instructor at Fresno Community College, and 
before that she worked with non-profit organizations 
providing direct services as a social worker, case 
manager, transitional home manager, prisoner 
reentry specialist, health care educator, and Foster 
and Kinship Care Instructor. Mona has a Masters in 
International Studies South Asia, with emphases on 
Women Studies, Economic Development, and Ethnic 
Studies from the University of Washington at Seattle, 
and a Bachelor of Arts in Global Studies with an 
emphasis on Culture and Ideology from the University 
of California at Santa Barbara.

Christopher Peters (Pohlik-lah/Karuk), is the 
President and CEO of the Seventh Generation Fund 
for Indian Development a 35 year old Native led 
Indigenous Peoples’ foundation. He is Principal 
Consultant for Red Deer Consulting; an independent 
firm that provides identity based cultural advising, 
mentoring, capacity building and conflict resolution 
services for tribal communities. Chris also serves on 
the Board of Trustees for the Parliament of the World’s 
Religions, an international interreligious movement. 
He has a BS degree from the University of California 
at Davis and a MA degree in Counseling Psychology 
from Stanford University. 
     Over the past 40 years Chris has been actively 
engaged in social justice organizing, protecting 
sacred sites, working for holistic community renewal, 
and supporting the revitalization of cultural healing 
traditions and strategies. His work includes close 
partnerships with local, national and international 
honored tribal elders. He is especially focused on the 
renaissance of sacred knowledge and Earth Renewal 
ceremonies of the Yurok People.

Geneva Shaw (Karuk/Yurok/Apache). Ms. Shaw 
holds a Master’s Degree in Social Work from 
Humboldt State University and has worked in the 
Tribal Social Services field for approximately 7 
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years which has included the administration and 
development of child welfare, domestic violence, 
and many other social programs. She is currently the 
Assistant Director of Social Services Department for 
the Yurok Tribe where she has also worked as a direct 
service provider and advocate. 

Dr. Michael Yellow Bird is a citizen of the Three 
Affiliated Tribes, the Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara, 
that are located on the Fort Berthold reservation 
in North Dakota. He has a Bachelor of Social Work 
Degree from the University of North Dakota; 
a Master of Social Work from the University of 
Wisconsin, Milwaukee; and a Ph.D. in Social Welfare 
from the University of Wisconsin, Madison. 
    He is a Professor and the Director of Graduate 
Studies in the Department of Social Work at 
Humboldt State University, Arcata, CA. He is the 
author of numerous scholarly articles and the co-
editor of two books: For Indigenous Eyes Only:      
The Decolonization Handbook, 2005 (with Dr. 
Waziyatawin) and Indigenous Social Work around 
the World: towards Culturally Relevant Education 
and Practice, 2008, 2010 (with Professors Mel 
Gray and John Coates). He has two forthcoming 
co-edited books: For Indigenous Minds Only (in 
press) and Decolonizing Social Work (forthcoming).                       
His teaching, writing, research, presentations, 
and community work focus on social work with 
Indigenous Peoples, decolonizing social work 
approaches, neurodecolonization, neuroscience 
and social work, and employing mainstream and 
traditional Indigenous mindfulness practices in 
tribal communities to promote health and well 
being. He writes a mind-brain-body health column 
for the MHA (Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara) Times 
newspaper and maintains an internet Blog that shares 
his writing on topics related to Indigenous Peoples, 
health, decolonization, social work, and mindfulness 
(ArikaraConsciousness.blogspot.com/). He can be 
reached by email at: mjy9@humboldt.edu 
Maureen H. Geary, Attorney at Law, Maier Pfeffer 
Kim & Geary LLP Maureen Geary is a graduate of 
the Northwestern School of Law of Lewis and Clark 
College in Portland, Oregon.  She received her M.A. 
from the University of Arizona in Indian Policy/Political 
Science and earned a B.A. from the University of North 

Dakota in Indian Studies.

Maureen is a partner with Maier Pfeffer Kim & Geary, 
LLP an Indian law firm with offices in Oakland and 
Santa Rosa.  Maureen serves as general counsel 
to Indian tribes, Indian health clinics, and Indian 
non-profit organizations with a focus on economic 
development, tribal governance, land acquisition, 
housing, tribal TANF and Indian Child Welfare Act 
cases, among other areas.  Previously, Maureen was 
a Senior Staff Attorney with California Indian Legal 
Services for 18 years.  She served as the Chair of the 
CILS ICWA Project and was responsible for the 2006 
passage of California Senate Bill 678, which codified 
the Indian Child Welfare Act, in California.

Ann Gilmour, Staff Attorney, Administrative Office 
of the Courts. Ann Gilmour is an attorney with 
the Administrative Office of the Courts, Center for 
Families, Children and the Courts, working with the 
Tribal Project Unit.  The work of the Tribal Projects 
Unit includes the Indian Child Welfare Act initiative.  
Ms. Gilmour has close to twenty years experience 
in the field of Indian law practicing first in British 
Columbia where she did aboriginal rights and title 
litigation.  Since moving to California in 1999 she has 
continued to work in the field of Indian law, focusing 
primarily on the Indian Child Welfare Act.

Cynthia Gomez, Tribal Advisor, Office of the 
Governor. Cynthia Gomez was appointed by 
Governor Brown as his first Tribal Advisor in March 
2012.  She was also appointed by Governor Brown 
as the Executive Secretary for the Native American 
Commission.  Prior to working for the Governor, she 
served the Chief Judge for the Shingle Springs Tribal 
Court.  Judge Gomez has a Juris Doctorate degree 
from the University of Northern California where 
she received honors as Valedictorian, Outstanding 
Litigator and Dean of Students.   In 2010 Judge 
Gomez was appointed to the California Tribal Court/
State Court Coalition by the California Supreme 
Court Justice, Ronald M. George.  The purpose of 
the coalition is to develop measures to improve 
the working relationship between California’s tribal 
and state courts and to focus on areas of mutual 
concern.  Judge Gomez is a member of the Yokut tribe 
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from the Tule River Indian Reservation.  She began 
her career working for the Tule River Tribal Council 
overseeing various departments with oversight of 
planning, natural resources, public works, water, 
environmental, cultural resources, and transportation.  
Her duties included the development of legislation 
and the prosecution of Tribal laws through the Federal 
Magistrate’s Court.  Judge Gomez has over 30 years 
working with Tribal, State and Federal governments.  
     She was the Assistant Secretary for Environmental 
Justice and Tribal Government Affairs for the Office 
of the Secretary at the California Environmental 
Protection Agency (Cal/EPA); and the Chief for the 
Native American Liaison Branch.  She also served 
as the Chairperson for the National Transportation 
Research Board’s (TRB) standing Committee on Native 
American Transportation Issues which is one of the 
six major divisions of the National Research Council 
jointly administered by the National Academy of 
Sciences, the National Academy of Engineering and 
the Institute of Medicine.  

Bob Harper, Placement Services Section Manager, 
Sonoma County Human Services Department, 
Family, Youth & Children’s Division. Bob Harper is 
the Placement Services Section Manager in Sonoma 
County’s Family, Youth & Children’s Division, a 
division of the Human Services Department.  The 
Placement Services Section includes social work 
case management and responsibility for the cases 
of all children who are dependents of the Juvenile 
Court including Dependency Investigations, Court 
Family Maintenance, Family Reunification, and all 
Permanency programs.  Bob has been employed with 
the department for 30 years as a social worker, social 
work supervisor, and section manager.  Bob has been 
involved in the development and update of Sonoma 
County’s Indian Child Welfare Act Protocol.

Hon. Charles N. Henry, (retired) Judge, and Staff 
Attorney, Office of Tribal Attorney- Charles is 
currently a Staff Attorney working for the Yurok Tribe. 
Mr. Henry has a vast accumulation of experience 
practicing law in several arenas and has broad 
experience working in a Tribal setting including 
several different Northern California Tribes including 
the Yurok Tribe, Smith River Rancheria, Karuk 

Tribe, and Hoopa Valley Tribe. Over the years Mr. 
Henry has worked as a Staff Attorney, an Appellate 
Justice, Chief Judge, and as a Judge Pro Tem for the 
aforementioned Tribal Organizations. He also served 
as a Superior Court Judge in the County of Siskiyou 
from 1994-2001. As an attorney in private practice 
Mr. Henry worked in the Yreka area specializing in 
Juvenile Dependency law from 2001-2010. Rounding 
out his experience Mr. Henry also filled the role of 
Public Defender for County of Siskiyou in 1994. Prior 
to this he practiced specialty Criminal and Juvenile 
Law in Yreka, CA and General practice in Ojai. Mr. 
Henry received his Bachelor’s Degree in English from 
California State University in 1969 and then attended 
Ventura College of Law for his Juris Doctor. Continuing 
his educational endeavors Mr. Henry attended 
California Judicial College, National Judicial College 
the Administration of Justice Singapore Cooperative 
Program.

Hon. Joyce D. Hinrichs, Presiding Judge, Juvenile 
and Family Court of the Superior Court of California, 
County of Humboldt. Joyce Hinrichs is currently the 
Presiding Judge of the Juvenile and Family Court of 
the Superior Court of California, County of Humboldt.  
Judge Hinrichs grew up in Humboldt County knowing 
she wanted to be involved in Juvenile Justice, even 
though she did not know that is what it was called at 
the time.      
     She went away to college thinking she was never 
going to live in any rural part of the State.  Still, after 
graduating from the University of the Pacific with 
a B.A. in Psychology in 1980 and from McGeorge 
School of the Law, UOP, with a law degree in 1983, 
she came home to await the results of the State Bar 
Examination, only to stumble onto the career she had 
only dreamed of up until that point.  Following the 
advice of her mentor attorney, she applied for jobs in 
Humboldt County as either a deputy district attorney 
or public defender, so she would get litigation 
experience before moving to a larger city.  She was 
hired by the local District Attorney’s office and was 
assigned the juvenile assignment in which she 
prosecuted juvenile delinquent matters and represent 
children in juvenile dependency matters.  At that 
time she also met Stephen Watson, a fellow deputy 
district attorney, who she would later marry and who 
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would give her a reason to stay in Humboldt County.  
She was a deputy district attorney for almost three 
years; joined Steve in private practice for about eleven 
years, during which time she had a contract with the 
County to represent child and parents in the Juvenile 
Court; and then in 1997 she was hired as the Juvenile 
and Family Court Commissioner.  She remained the 
Commissioner until 2008, when she was elected 
Judge.  After two years as a Criminal Court Judge, she 
returned to Juvenile and Family Court as the Presiding 
Judge in 2011.  She has two daughters; Kayla is 22 and 
Lacey is 19.

Karan D. Kolb, BS/BM, Director of Social Services, 
Indian Health Council, Inc. Karan Kolb is the 
daughter of George Kolb from the Rincon Indian 
Reservation and Cynthia Robles Kolb from the 
Quechan Tribe. She is an enrolled member of the 
Rincon Band of Luiseno Indians. Karan works for 
Indian Health Council, Inc. currently managing 
the Tribal Family Services which provides court 
advocacy on Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) cases 
for seven Tribes in San Diego County. She has 
experience collaborating with Tribal, County and State 
governments for over 16 years in the area of ICWA and 
program development. She has provided trainings/
workshops and State conferences on the areas of 
ICWA, Case Management, Tribal Sovereignty and 
Collaboration. She is a trainer for Tribal STAR helping 
Tribes and Counties collaborate for positive outcomes 
for foster youth. She earned her BS/BM degree from 
University of Phoenix and is currently in a Masters 
Program at the University of the Rockies.

Douglas C. Miller, Senior Attorney, Office of the 
General Counsel, Administrative Office of the 
Courts. Douglas Miller is the lead staff to the California 
Judicial Council’s Probate and Mental Health Advisory 
Committee, responsible for making recommendations 
to the council on legislation, California Rules of Court, 
and Judicial Council forms in the probate (decedents’ 
estates, probate conservatorships, probate 
guardianships, internal affairs of trusts) and mental 
health (primarily Lanterman-Petris-Short Act  (LPS) 
civil involuntary mental health treatment, including 
mental health or LPS conservatorships) fields. Mr. 
Miller joined the AOC in October of 2001, following 

private practice in these fields (and others) in Los 
Angeles County since 1973.  He started practice with 
the Office of the Los Angeles County Counsel in 1968.  
He also spent 8 ½ years in the AOC’s San Francisco 
office and the last two years in the AOC’s Southern 
Regional Office in Burbank.
     Mr. Miller graduated from UCSB in 1965 and 
Stanford Law School in 1968.  He was admitted to 
the California Bar January 1969.  He is also admitted 
to practice in the Central District of California, Court 
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, the United States 
Supreme Court, and in the State of Washington.
     Mr. Miller lives with his wife, Marthe, in Long Beach, 
California.  They are blessed with two sons, two 
granddaughters and one grandson (so far).

Louise Packard, Ph.D. Santa Rosa, CA Psychologist- 
Dr. Packard is a  licensed Clinical Psychologist with 
20 years of experience treating adults, adolescents 
and children in the Bay Area and Sonoma 
County, California. She earned her  Doctorate in 
Psychology with Honors at the Professional School 
of Psychology in San Francisco. Her undergraduate 
degree in biology from Scripps College and my 
subsequent graduate work focused on the roles of 
stress, trauma, and attachment disruptions on the 
biological systems of children and adults. Her past 
experience includes working as an evaluator for 
Child Protective Services in San Francisco, Sonoma, 
and Mendocino Counties, evaluating traumatized 
and abused children, as well as providing in-patient, 
hospital-based evaluations and assessments. 
She currently provides consultation for Fostering 
Connections, a non-profit project supervising 
therapists working pro bono for children and 
adolescents in the foster-care system. 
     For many years, she has been a graduate 
school instructor, teaching masters and doctoral 
students about the impact of stress and trauma 
on the nervous system. Dr. Packard  also teaches 
psychopharmacology, biological bases of experience, 
and psychopathology. She provides ongoing 
consultation to therapists with difficult cases. She 
offers both consultation groups and one-on-one 
consultation. She is  a member of both the California 
Psychological Association and the Redwood 
Psychological Association. In addition to offering 
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individual psychotherapy to adults and adolescents, she  
provides  Parenting Therapy, helping parents to be the 
most loving and effective parents they can be.

Delia Parr, Directing Attorney, California Indian 
Legal Services – Eureka . Delia Parr has been working 
at CILS since 2003.  She graduated from Humboldt 
State University in 2001 with a B.A. in Political Science.  
She interned at the Center for Indian Community 
Development in Arcata as a graduate student, and 
interned again at the Ella Baker Center for Human 
Rights in San Francisco as a law student.  Ms. Parr 
received her J.D. from the New College of California 
School of Public Interest Law in 2005.  She began at CILS 
as a law clerk in 2003, and worked as a staff attorney in 
CILS’ Bishop office before moving to the Eureka office to 
assume her current position as Directing Attorney.

Mark Radoff, Senior Staff Attorney, California Indian 
Legal Services – Escondido . Mark Radoff, Senior Staff 
Attorney in our Escondido Office, has over twenty 
years legal experience including a background 
in private practice, legal services, and the public 
defender’s office. His expertise includes juvenile 
dependency and delinquency matters, housing, 
litigation, probate and estate planning, business, 
environmental, and civil rights issues. Mr. Radoff’s 
practice includes a full range of tribal representation, 
including ICWA, gaming and business issues. University 
of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law (J.D. 1985); 
University of California, Santa Barbara (B.A. 1981).

Theresa Sam, ICWA Representative, North Fork 
Rancheria/Tribal ICWA Office . I am Choctaw Indian 
from Oklahoma.  I’ve worked in the field of an ICWA 
Representative/Advocate for the past 12 years.  I am 
currently the ICWA Representative for North Fork 
Rancheria of Mono Indians of California; I’ve also 
worked for Santa Rosa Rancheria as their ICWA Director.  
I am one of the Co-Chairs for the State ICWA Workgroup.  
I am one of the Key Advisors for Fresno County.  I am 
involved in the Central Valley ICWA Taskforce.

Hon. Christine Williams (Yurok), Chief Judge, Hopland 
Band of Pomo Indians Tribal Court. Hon. Christine 
Williams, a member of the Yurok Tribe, earned her 
law degree and Indian Law Certificate from Arizona 
State University in 2000 and was admitted to practice 

law in California the same year.  Judge Williams’ legal 
career has focused on representing Tribes in a broad 
spectrum of tribal legal matters primarily Indian child 
welfare, tribal court development and cultural resource 
protection. She currently serves as the Chief Judge for 
several tribes in Northern California.  Additionally, Judge 
Williams provides training and education on various 
areas of Indian law and history.

Mark Vezzola, Directing Attorney, California Indian 
Legal Services – Escondido. Mark Vezzola joined 
California Indian Legal Services as a staff attorney in 
2009.  Originally from Longmeadow, Massachusetts, 
Mark graduated from UMass-Amherst in 2000 and 
moved to California in 2001 to study Indian law 
at UCLA where he earned his law degree and M.A. 
in American Indian Studies.  While in law school, 
Mark clerked for the Hopi Appellate Court in Keams 
Canyon, Arizona, the U.S. Department of Justice in 
Washington D.C., and CILS during the summer of 2004.  
Upon passing the California bar exam, Mark worked 
as a litigator with Callahan, McCune & Willis, APLC, in 
downtown San Diego before returning to CILS.  Aside 
from practicing law, Mark is an adjunct professor of 
history at San Diego Mesa College and American Indian 
Studies at Palomar College in San Marcos.  He has 
published several articles and book chapters on the 
constitutional rights of incarcerated Native Americans 
to practice their religion as well as the issue of same sex 
marriage in Native communities.  In his spare time Mark 
is involved with Big Brothers, Big Sisters of San Diego, 
the San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program and enjoys 
tennis and the beach.  Mark currently lives in the North 
Park section of San Diego.  

Stephanie Weldon, MSW, Social Services Director, 
Yurok Tribe. Stephanie has served as the Social Services 
Director for the Yurok Tribe since 2010. Stephanie is 
Yurok, Tolowa, and Karuk and is an enrolled Yurok Tribal 
member. Stephanie was raised in Klamath, on the Yurok 
reservation. She comes from the McQuillen family and is 
from the village of Turip. She is a proud mother of three 
Yurok children. 
     Stephanie has over 10 years of Tribal program 
experience inclusive of direct service work in Indian 
education, cultural preservation and education, 
health education, youth prevention, and program 
administration. Stephanie began working for the 17



Yurok Tribe as a JOM tutor in 1996. Her background also 
includes community volunteer work and service as head 
start parent policy member, coach, cultural presenter, and 
youth mentor. 
     Stephanie received her Bachelor’s Degree in Native 
American Studies and a minor in American Indian 
Education from Humboldt State University and her 
Master’s Degree in Social Work from Humboldt in 2010. 
As a graduate student, Stephanie was a Title IV-E stipend 
recipient and interned at United Indian Health Services 
and CDSS-State Adoptions. As the Yurok Social Services 
Director, Stephanie’s goals are to preserve Yurok culture 
and language by increasing the Tribe’s cultural services, 
increase and develop prevention services, and to 
challenge the status quo to create systems change!

Jessica Clayburn (Yurok/Tolowa) Program Outreach 
Specialist, Yurok Tribe Social Services. Jessica is a 
recent graduate from Humboldt State University 
where she received BA in Psychology, minoring in 
Business Administration. Jessica is a proud scholar of 
the 2010, 2011 Morongo Band of Mission Indians Rodney 
T. Mathews, Jr. Memorial Scholarship; she is an alumnus 
of the Indian Teacher & Personnel Program at Humboldt 
State University and an alumnus of the Steward and Morris 
K. Udall Foundation. 
Born and raised on the Yurok reservation, Jessica is 
strongly rooted in the Yurok culture and community.    
      She is currently working with the Yurok Tribe Social 
Service Program, where she plans to gain valuable work 
experience before returning to obtain her Masters of 
Business Administration from Humboldt State University.  
Jessica is most interested in sustainable economic 
business ventures that create local, feasible economies 
within Native Communities. 

Neck-now (Gary Markussen). I am a Yurok Tribal Member 
and a Karuk Decendent that provides Domestic Violence 
Program Services through my own Consulting Business. 
My Business name is “Gary Markussen Consulting.” I 
provide a Native American Culturally Based 52 week or 
(BIP) Batterers Intervention Program for Men & Women in 
all Tribal Communities. I work with Tribal members that are 
court mandated through the Superior or the Tribal Court 
System. I work with only Native Americans, or California 
Indian Decendent’s for Court Ordered Domestic Violence 
Program Services. 
Vincent Feliz, MSW (Chumash) born and raised in 

Bakersfield, Ca.- youngest of 10 children. Since 1998, 
have worked in Humboldt and Del Norte Counties, 
specializing in AOD Treatment services. Specifically 
working for agencies such as United Indian Health 
Services and Humboldt State University’s Student Health & 
Counseling Ctr.

Karen Gunderson has worked principally in the field of 
child welfare since 1976 in California. During Karen’s over 
20 years with California Department of Social Services, 
Karen currently has responsibility for the out of home 
care and permanency area of the department’s work, 
Among her current responsibilities is implementation 
of AB 12, California’s effort to extend foster care, kinship 
guardianship and adoption assistance benefits to young 
adults over 18. She also has the pleasure of serving as 
the project director for the California Partnership for 
Permanence project, a grant from the federal Children’s 
Bureau.

Kevin Gaines works at the California Department of 
Social Services, where he serves as Assistant Deputy 
Director, Children and Family Services.  In this role, 
he assists the Deputy Director with the formulation, 
implementation and administration of child welfare 
services programs.  He also organizes, directs, and 
evaluates the activities of the Case Management System 
(CMS) Support Branch that is responsible for the Child 
Welfare Services/Case Management System (CWS/CMS).  
     Prior to his appointment to state service in 2005, Kevin 
acquired fifteen years’ experience in local government, 
most recently in the County of Yolo, where he served as 
Manager of Intergovernmental and Public Affairs. Prior to 
moving to northern California, Kevin served as Assistant 
to the Director of the Riverside County Department of 
Public Social Services (DPSS), where he served as the 
department’s state and federal legislative advocate, and its 
public information officer. 
     Kevin enhanced his legislative experience through 
his work in city government, as a policy analyst. Kevin’s 
nonprofit experience includes service as Operations 
Manager for the Energy Coalition, an agency promoting 
energy efficiency through community organizing. 
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Bert and Nancy Steele

The Yurok Tribe Social Services and California 
Indian Legal Services Gives Special Thanks to 
this year’s Sponsors!
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